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TOP NEWS 
Register for these Upcoming Events & CLEs! 

 
Section 118 (FREE Telephonic) 
June 12, 2019 | Presented by Dana Apfelbaum and Michael D. Minton 
Click Here to Register 
 
International Charitable Planning (FREE Telephonic) 
June 19, 2019 | Presented by Jason Havens 
Click Here to Register 
 
2019 Ullman Year in Review 
July 4, 2019 | 2019 Organizational Meeting at Amelia Island 
Click Here to Register 
 
2019 Tax Section Organizational Meeting (Hotel Deadline is JUNE 12) 
Meeting Brochure 
July 4 – 6, 2019 | Omni Amelia Island Plantation Resort 
Click Here to Register | Make Your Hotel Reservation 
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

2019 Tax Section 
Annual Meeting 

 
The 2019 Tax Section Annual Meeting was a 
tremendous success!  We enjoyed a well-
attended CLE on Choice of Entity Post-TCJA 
on Friday.  On Saturday, we welcomed The 
Florida Bar President-Elect John Stewart and 
Board of Governors Liaison Jeffrey Rynor to 
the Executive Council Meeting, where Chair 
Michael Minton presented his special 
recognition awards to four Tax Section 
officers.  On Saturday evening, we celebrated this year’s Outstanding Tax Attorneys Les Barnett 
and Bruce Bokor with a Bourbon Tasting, watch party of the Kentucky Derby Run for the Roses, 
and a wonderful awards dinner. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Chair Michael D. Minton 
recognized International 
Tax Division Formation 
Subcommittee Co-Chairs 
Shawn Wolf and Steve 
Hadjilogiou (not 
pictured), Tax Section 
Secretary Mark Scott, 
D.C. Trip Steering 
Committee Chair Mark 
Brown, and Chair-Elect 
Janette McCurley for 
going “above and 
beyond” the call of duty 
this year. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

 

  
The Tax Section contributes annual 

scholarships to the UF and UM 
Graduate Tax LLM Programs. 

TFB President-Elect 
John M. Stewart and 

Tax Section Chair 
Michael D. Minton 

pose after the 
Executive Council 

Meeting.  

Attendees 
enjoyed a 
Kentucky 

Bourbon Tasting 
and Derby Hat 

Contest on 
Saturday 
evening.  
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Christopher A. Pavilonis Awarded 2019-2020 
Marvin C. Gutter 

Outstanding Public Service Award 
By Harris L. Bonnette, Jr. 

 
 Each year the Tax Section recognizes a government employee for outstanding public 
service.  The nominee for this award should possess, among other things, a positive attitude when 
dealing with taxpayers and representatives, communicates well with taxpayers and representatives, 
maintains professional decorum and courtesy, participates in continuing legal education programs 
sponsored by the Tax Section, and is willing to consider alternative theories under existing law. 
 
 For the 2019-2020 year, the selection of the Marvin C. Gutter Outstanding Public Service 
Award goes to Christopher A. Pavilonis, an attorney with the Jacksonville, Florida office of IRS 
Chief Counsel. 
 
 Chris grew up in Boca Raton, Florida and graduated from the University of Florida College 
of Law in 2009.  He joined IRS Chief Counsel’s office shortly thereafter.  Prior to law school, 
Chris worked in one of the Big Five accounting firms which required him to travel nationwide 
performing audits.  That experience led him to go to law school and become a tax lawyer.  Not 
long after becoming an attorney with Chief Counsel’s office, Chris won the New Attorney of the 
Year award offered by that office.  Chris is an avid Gator fan and, according to his colleagues, he 
spends long hours in the office working on cases.  He enjoys bicycling and frequently rides his 
bicycle to work each day. 
 
 One of Chris’s significant cases was the Tax Court’s regular opinion in Estate of Sanders 
v. Commissioner, which posed the interesting procedural issue of whether the taxpayer filing U.S. 
Virgin Island’s tax returns starts the statute of limitations on assessment as the petitioner contended 
or not as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue contended.  Chris won at trial. 
 
 This author’s personal interactions with Chris were nothing short of positive.  He and I 
always were collegial and he considered my arguments and positions as we worked to resolve 
cases.  He treated me with respect. 
 
 Chris wrote the Tax Section’s Moot Court competition problem not long ago and frequently 
participates in the annual Moot Court competition. 
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section Legislative Update! 
By: Steven Shiver, The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners 

 
The 2019 Session came to a close on Saturday, May 4th.  In contrast to past years, the 2019 
Session started at a relatively slow pace but gained momentum at the end, with protracted budget 
negotiations forcing the legislature to extend the finale of their work one day beyond the 
constitutionally prescribed 60- day Session.  In the end, the Legislature filed 3,492 bills, passing 
only 197 of them, roughly 6 percent of all bills filed.  In the end, the House and Senate agreed on 
a budget totaling $91.1 billion. 
 

SB 892- Business Organizations (Corporations Rewrite) 
by Passidomo (R- Naples) 

 
Business Organizations; Providing requirements, authorizations, and prohibitions relating to when 
the terms of a plan or a filed document may be dependent on facts objectively ascertainable outside 
of the plan or filed document; revising the process authorizing a domestic or foreign corporation to 
correct a document filed by the Department of State; requiring certain certificates to be taken by 
certain entities as prima facie evidence of the facts stated; revising requirements and authorizations 
for the contents of articles of incorporation, etc. 
 
Effective Date: On January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 

Tourism, and Economic Development; Appropriations 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Committee on Commerce and Tourism; 5 

Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Judiciary Committee; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Appropriations Committee; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the Senate Calendar. 
• This bill was heard on the Senate floor and substituted for HB 1009. 

 
HB 1009 – Business Organizations (Corporations Rewrite) 

by Rep. Byrd (R-Jacksonville Beach) 
 
Business Organizations: Amends requirements relating to entities under Florida Business 
Corporation Act, Florida Revised Limited Liability Company Act; and corporations not for profit, 
and limited partnership laws.  
 
Effective Date: January 1, 2020 
 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/00892
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65614&SessionId=87
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section Legislative Update, continued 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Civil Justice Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Judiciary Committee 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the House Civil Justice Committee: 13 Yeas, 

0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the House Judiciary Committee; 17 Yeas, 0 

Nays. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the House Calendar. 
• This bill was passed by the House (111-0) and Senate (40-0) and has been sent to the Governor 

for his signature. 
• At this date, the Legislature has not transmitted HB 1009 to the Governor, however, once they 

do, he will have 15 days to act.    

 
HB 409- Electronic Legal Documents 

by Rep. Perez (R- Miami) 
 
Electronic Legal Documents: Authorizes online notarizations; specifies requirements & standards for 
performance of such online notarizations; requires DOS to adopt rules by specified date. 
 
Effective Date: January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Civil Justice Subcommittee; Transportation & Tourism Appropriations 

Subcommittee; Judiciary Committee 
• The bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the House Committee on Civil Justice; 14 

Yeas, 2 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the House Transportation & Tourism Appropriations 

Subcommittee; 10 Yeas, 1 Nay. 
• The bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the House Judiciary Committee; 17 Yeas, 1 

Nay. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the House Calendar. 
• This bill was passed by the House (87-28) and the Senate (39-0).   
• At this date, the Legislature has not transmitted HB 409 to the Governor, however, once they do, 

he will have 15 days to act.    

 
SB 548 – Electronic Legal Documents 

by Sen. Brandes (R- St Petersburg) 
 
Electronic Legal Documents; Revising provisions relating to use of the office of notary public; 
authorizing online notarizations; specifying registration and qualification requirements for online 
notaries public; prescribing online notarization procedures; specifying the manner by which an online 
notary public must verify the identity of a principal or a witness, etc.  

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0409c1.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0409&Session=2019
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/00548
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section Legislative Update, continued 
 
Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, and except for this section, which 
shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall take effect January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Judiciary; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Rules 
• This bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the Judiciary Committee; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Governmental Oversight and Accountability; 5 Yeas, 0 

Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Rules Committee; 14 Yeas, 1 Nay. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the Senate Calendar. 
• This bill was heard on the Senate floor and substituted for HB 409. 

 
SB 1112 – Taxation (Online Collection and Remittance of Sales Tax) 

By Sen. Gruters (R-Sarasota) 
 

Taxation; Revising the definition of the term “inventory,” for purposes of ad valorem taxation, to 
include certain rented construction, earthmoving, or industrial equipment; providing that certain 
marketplace providers are subject to dealer requirements for the registration, collection, and 
remittance of sales taxes; providing sales tax exemptions on the sale of specified disaster 
preparedness supplies during a specified timeframe, etc.  
 
Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except for this section, which 
shall take effect upon this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Finance and Tax; Appropriations 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Committee on Commerce and Tourism; 5 

Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the Finance and Tax Committee; 8 Yeas, 0 

Nays. 
• The bill is now in the Appropriations Committee. 
• This bill died in the Appropriations Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/01112
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section Fulfills Commitment to 
Samuel C. Ullman Scholarship Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we have previously reported, last year the Tax Section committed to honor the memory 

of Samuel C. Ullman by matching donations made to a scholarship in his memory in the amount 
of $30,000.  Earlier this year, the Section delivered its initial payment of $5,000, leaving a balance 
due of $25,000. 
  

During its May 4, 2019, meeting, the Tax Section Executive Council was informed that The 
Florida Bar Tax Section and Friends of Samuel C. Ullman Endowed Memorial Graduate Tax 
Scholarship Fund had received, to date, approximately $78,000 in cash contributions (more than 
exceeding the amount needed to satisfy the matching challenge), with total commitments of 
$121,350.  While a scholarship only requires a total of $60,000, the U.F. Law School requires a 
threshold of $100,000 to issue a scholarship- in an individual’s name.  In order for the scholarship 
fund to be considered performing and to be made available to students, cash contributions of at 
least $100,000 were required.  In consideration of the Section’s budgetary success this year, a 
motion was made for the Section to fulfill its remaining obligation to the scholarship this year, 
which Executive Council members approved unanimously. 
  

On May 17, 2019, Chair Michael Minton attended the Spring 2019 Law Center Association 
Board Meeting at Levin College of Law and presented Dean Laura Rosenbury with a $25,000 gift 
on behalf of the Tax Section.  This gift fulfils the Tax Section’s $30,000 pledge to the scholarship 
and honors an outstanding member, Past Chair, and legend of the Section. 
  

If you would like to contribute to this scholarship fund, please complete a pledge form  
and return it to the University of Florida Foundation, Inc. 
  

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/rkguHeWD_Ullman_Pledge_Form_updated_pdf
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Update on Amicus Curiae Brief for First DCA 
 

Most of the tax litigation in Florida arises from property taxes.  At least 90% of the reported 
appellate cases are property tax disputes.   Unlike federal or state and local tax disputes, ad-
valorem property tax cases have a completely separate set of procedural rules that are frighteningly 
complicated.  Many of the reported appellate cases are directed toward this complex mess. 
 

The First District Court of Appeal has recently confronted an example of the confusing 
nature of property tax challenges in Crapo v. Academy for Five Element Acupuncture, Inc., 1D17-
1895 (Fla. 1st DCA 2019).  By way of background, property taxpayers have a statutory right to 
challenge the assessed valuation of their property at the local level through an administrative forum 
called the Valuation Adjustment Board (VAB).  They may also challenge legal determinations 
such as exemption or agricultural classification denials.  Part of the confusing nature of property 
tax procedure is that taxpayers have a completely different and unrelated right to challenge in court 
via a separate statutory process.  In certain circumstances, the Property Appraiser can sue the 
taxpayer to overturn a favorable VAB decision.   
 

In this case, the Academy for Five Element Acupuncture, Inc. in Alachua County is a long-
established school for training acupuncturists and had its tax exemption revoked by the county 
Property Appraiser.  The Property Appraiser had taken the same action several years earlier, and 
had been challenged at the administrative level. The Property Appraiser lost and never appealed 
that decision.  Despite losing and failing to appeal the prior years’ exemptions, the Property 
Appraiser rejected the exemption by arguing administrative finality did not apply.  Both the trial 
court and the regular District Court of Appeal panel ruled against the appraiser. 
 

Every county has a VAB, and every year tens of thousands of VAB decisions go to a final 
determination.  Because the value of property can be very fluid, there is case law allowing a 
reevaluation despite a prior VAB decision setting a value.  But where the parties and circumstances 
are unchanged, exemption and classification determinations made judicially are protected by res 
judicata.  The question facing the First District was whether the administrative law equivalent, 
administrative finality, should apply to the VAB. 
 

The First DCA determined this was such an important issue that it decided to hear the case 
en banc.  In doing so, the First DCA invited the assistance of the Tax Section to submit an amicus 
curiae brief.  Chair Michael Minton assigned this task to a select group of experienced state and 
local tax law members.  Led by Ben Phipps, Jerry Donnini and Mitch Horowitz assisted in drafting 
the amicus brief.  Their brief was submitted on February 1, 2019, and the case was argued on April 
10, 2019.  All fifteen First DCA judges, sitting together, heard the argument.  Issues and 
suggestions made in the Tax Section brief were the basis for several questions from individual 
judges which were addressed by the lawyer for the appellee.  A final decision has not yet been 
issued. 
 

 

https://fonteva-customer-media.s3.amazonaws.com/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/FsLxebBU_18-12-06%20Letter%20from%20Kristina%20Samuels%2C%20Clerk%20District%20Court%20of%20Appeal%20re....pdf
https://fonteva-customer-media.s3.amazonaws.com/00D36000000ZPDjEAO%2FUDYNqjpE_Tax+Section+Amicus+Brief++%28Crapo+v.+Five+Elements%2C+et.+al.+-+1st+DCA%29+%284816-5383-2326+v1%29.pdf
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Opportunity Zone Comment Report 
On April 17, 2019, the IRS issued the Second Installment of Qualified Opportunity Zone 

Fund (QOF) Proposed Regulations. The new regulations clarify many concerns for those involved 
with planning, structuring, operating, and investing in Qualified Opportunity Funds (QOFs).  

 
The Tax Section plans to prepare comments on these regulations. Leading the effort is be 

Steven Hadjilogiou. If you are interested in participating please contact Steve at steveh@mwe.com 
or James Schmidt at jas@schmidtlawoffice.com. If you would like to see the Tax Sections 
comments on the first installment of proposed regulations, you can click here Tax Section 
Comments – Section 1400Z-2. 

 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 created an important new tax incentive in the form of 

the QOZ program. Due to the broad base of potential investors and eligible real estate projects and 
operating businesses, this program has the ability to provide substantial tax advantaged returns to 
investors and to attract increased levels of capital for eligible projects and businesses. In 2018, 
over 8,700 QOZs were designated and certified in the United States and its possessions, covering 
every state and metropolitan market. 

 

Wayfair: Formulating a Florida Response 
Dean Mead state and local tax attorney, Robert S. Goldman, recently served as lead 

researcher and author of a comprehensive Florida TaxWatch report on a significant issue facing 
Florida’s legislature in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 21, 2018 decision in South 
Dakota v. Wayfair, Inc. , 138 S. Ct. 2080 (2018). Read the report here:  Wayfair: Formulating A 
Florida Response. As tax lawyers know, the issue in Wayfair concerns sales to in-state customers 
by out-of-state sellers (remote sellers) who do not collect use taxes for the customers’ states on 
those sales. Although the purchaser owes the tax, it is rarely paid when the seller does not collect 
it. Remote vendors sell products by the internet, telephone, and mail. Historically, the Supreme 
Court has held that a remote seller lacking a physical presence in the taxing state cannot 
constitutionally be required to collect the tax due and remit it to the state. That changed with the 
Wayfair decision. 

The report traces the history of the use tax collection issue nationally and in Florida, 
identifies issues left unresolved by the Wayfair decision, and discusses options available to state 
policymakers. It concludes that Florida’s use tax statutes are obsolete and that some type of 
legislation is needed to provide guidance to remote sellers and the Department of Revenue so that 
they know what is expected of them. 

For more information, please contact Robert S. Goldman at 
rgoldman@deanmead.com.  You may also contact H. French Brown, IV, Director, State Tax 
Division, The Florida Bar Tax Section, at fbrown@deanmead.com. 

mailto:steveh@mwe.com
mailto:jas@schmidtlawoffice.com
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/ZGitAefM_Letter_to_IRS_re_Section_1400Z_2_Qualified_Opportunity_Zones_11_16_pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/ZGitAefM_Letter_to_IRS_re_Section_1400Z_2_Qualified_Opportunity_Zones_11_16_pdf
https://www.deanmead.com/deanmead-attorney-profiles/robert-s-goldman/
https://www.deanmead.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wayfair-Formulating-A-Florida-Response.pdf
https://www.deanmead.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wayfair-Formulating-A-Florida-Response.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-494_j4el.pdf
mailto:rgoldman@deanmead.com
mailto:fbrown@deanmead.com
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Brian Malec Elected Fellow of the 
American College of Trust and 

Estate Counsel (ACTEC) 
Orlando, Fla. – Brian M. Malec, a shareholder in the Estate 

and Succession Planning department of Dean, Mead, Egerton, 
Bloodworth, Capouano & Bozarth, P.A., has been elected a Fellow of 
the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC).  He is 
one of 124 lawyers in Florida and 2,500 lawyers across the globe to 
have earned this distinguished honor. Attorneys are elected to be 
Fellows based on their reputation, skill, and significant contributions 
to the field by lecturing, writing, teaching and participating in bar activities. In order to qualify for 
membership, a lawyer must have at least 10 years of experience in the active practice of probate 
and trust law or estate planning. 
 

Malec is also Board Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates by The Florida Bar Board of Legal 
Specialization. He handles all aspects of estate and succession planning, including the 
implementation of wills, trusts, business entities and sophisticated estate planning techniques to 
protect and transfer wealth among individuals and families while minimizing income, gift, estate 
and generation-skipping transfer taxes.  Malec also handles all aspects of probate and trust 
administration, including advising fiduciaries throughout the administrative process and 
representing beneficiaries seeking to assert their rights in an estate or trust.  
 

Malec has been honored as an outstanding trusts and estates lawyer in The Best Lawyers in 
America,  an up and comer in Florida Trend’s Legal Elite, and a rising star in Florida Super 
Lawyers. In addition, Malec has served in several leadership positions in his field, including 
currently serving as Treasurer of The Florida Bar Tax Section and as Chair of the Asset Protection 
Committee of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section. 
 

Malec received his master of laws (LL.M.) in taxation in 2008 and his law degree in 2007 
from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in Gainesville, where he graduated with 
honors. He earned his Bachelor of Science in legal studies from the University of Central Florida 
in Orlando. 
 
About Dean Mead: 
Dean Mead is a business law firm providing full-service legal representation, government relations and 
lobbying throughout Florida. The firm has five offices with 62 attorneys and three government relations 
professionals in multiple practice areas including: federal tax, state and local tax, estate and succession 
planning, business litigation, corporate law, labor and employment, immigration, government relations and 
lobbying, regulatory compliance, employee benefits, bankruptcy and creditors’ rights, commercial real 
estate, leasing, construction law, lending, environmental, land use, water law, utilities law, and eminent 
domain. For more information, please visit our website. 

 

https://www.deanmead.com/
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section’s DC Trip Yields Dividends as 
Featured in March Issue of 

 
 

 

 

“The Tax Section is celebrating a big win after its experts helped convince the U.S. Treasury 
Department that a special class of entrepreneurs deserves a tax deduction…” 

“This is a very good example of how membership in a section can effectuate change,” Minton 
said.  “One of the things I’ve always preached is that the section gives you a platform to interact 
with people in Washington, D.C., in a way that you might never have” had otherwise! 

Click Here to read full article by Jim Ash, Senior Editor of The Florida Bar News 

 
 

 
Tax Section Bulletin 

Submissions 
 

The Spring Edition of the Florida Bar Tax Section Bulletin 
will be published and circulated in June 2019.  We intend to 

publish a Summer Edition of the Florida Bar Tax 
Section Bulletin for circulation in August 2019 and are in 

need of short articles for publication in 
the Bulletin.  Please contact Michael Bruno 

at mjbruno@mwe.com for article spots and deadlines for 
submission. 

 

 

 

https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/tax-section-work-supports-entrepreneurs/
mailto:mjbruno@mwe.com
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

2019 Organizational Meeting 
Meeting Brochure | Register Now 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/YzniReBg_2019_Org_Meeting_Digital_6_pdf
https://member.floridabar.org/s/lt-event?id=a1R1R0000052UqfUAE
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

2019 Organizational Meeting 
Meeting Brochure | Register Now 

 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/YzniReBg_2019_Org_Meeting_Digital_6_pdf
https://member.floridabar.org/s/lt-event?id=a1R1R0000052UqfUAE
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

2019 Organizational Meeting 
Meeting Brochure | Register Now 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/YzniReBg_2019_Org_Meeting_Digital_6_pdf
https://member.floridabar.org/s/lt-event?id=a1R1R0000052UqfUAE
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Section Hall of 
Champions: 

Benjamin Phipps 
  

Tax Section Hall of Champions Interview: Benjamin 
Phipps 
  
The purpose of the Florida Bar Tax Section's "Hall of 
Champions" Interview Series is to record and preserve the 
wisdom of those lawyers who have meant so much to the 
development of tax law and policy in Florida.  
  

 
This interview in the series is with Benjamin Phipps, who served as Chair of the Tax Section in 
1985-86.  
  
Mr. Phipps practices with the Phipps Howell law firm in Tallahassee, Florida. More information 
about Mr. Phipps can be found here.  
  
Interviewed by Sylvia Zwemer.   
  
Listen: 
Click here to listen on your iPhone 
Click here to listen on your Android phone or web browser 

 

 

Florida Bar Journal Articles  
The Florida Bar Journal has openings for tax articles for the 
September/October 2020 (June 15, 2020 deadline) onward. 
Please email Taso Milonas at tmilonas@wealthlawgroup.com or 
Charlotte Erdmann at Charlotte@erdmannlaw.com if you are 
interested. 

Click here to access The Florida Bar Journal archives! 

 

 

https://www.floridabar.org/mybarprofile/63151
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-florida-bar-tax-section-podcast/id1244095897#episodeGuid=0d77a82b2c604dd892f8c8260cc81b69
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-florida-bar-tax-section/florida-bar-tax-section
mailto:tmilonas@wealthlawgroup.com
mailto:Charlotte@erdmannlaw.com
https://www.floridabar.org/news/tfb-journal/archives/
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THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

Tax Reform Study Committee 
 

The Federal Tax Division has created a Tax Reform study committee to analyze and report on 
the recent tax reform legislation that was signed into law near the end of 2017. Leaders from the 
areas of international tax, business organizations, estate planning, tax procedure and controversy, 
and employee benefits and qualified plans have been hard at work analyzing the impact of the 
new laws, and the study committee and the Tax Section will continue to educate Section 
members on the impact of such reform through phone CLEs, live CLEs, lunch-and-learns, and 
articles in Section publications. If you are interested in getting involved with the study 
committee, please email Brian Malec at bmalec@deanmead.com. 

 
 

 
Tax Section Comments on 
IRS Regulation Projects 

Let your voice be heard. The Tax Section provides comments on proposed treasury regulations 
that are of interest to its members. If you see proposed regulations and would like to work 
together with other Tax Section members on comments, contact Brian Harris at 
brian.harris@akerman.com.  

 

 
Tax Section Appearance in Bloomberg Law 

Business Tax Briefs 
During the Section’s trip to D.C. for its Fall Meeting, the Section asked the IRS to clarify, 
amongst other things, the qualifications for a new 20 percent deduction on certain types of 
business income. Please refer to the Bloomberg article below for more information. 

Click Here to Read 

 

 

mailto:bmalec@deanmead.com
mailto:brian.harris@akerman.com
https://essential.bna.com/login/signin?msg=deny&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwsauth.bna.com%2Fwsauth%2Fbltxauth%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.bloomberglaw.com%252Fproduct%252Ftax%252Fdocument%252FXD0I1RG0000000%253Fbna_news_filter%253Dtransfer-pricing%2526jcsearch%253DBNA%25252520000001678446d779a777cc57517b0000&authenDec=-203#jcite
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Pro Bono Volunteer Opportunities 
Florida’s Low Income Taxpayer Clinics (LITCs) assist low income taxpayers with IRS 
controversies, including, collections, liability disputes and Tax Court petitions.  Studies show 
that representation significantly increases positive outcomes for low income taxpayers.  If 
interested in representing a low-income taxpayer, please directly contact the LITC nearest you 
(for a complete list of the LITCs in Florida, go to www.lsgmi.org and click on Low Income 
Taxpayer Clinic under Quick Links). 
 
Volunteers needed for the U.S. Tax Court Pro-Bono Calendar Call Program.  NOW SERVING 
TALLAHASSEE.  The Program is designed to have local tax practitioners volunteer their time 
to pro se taxpayers during calendar call sessions without entering their name as the attorney of 
record.  If you are interested in participating in the Calendar Call Program, please contact one of 
the following Tax Section members: 
 
Miami    Tampa    Jacksonville 
Karen J. Lapekas  Mitchell Horowitz   Harris L. Bonnette, Jr. 
305-600-1485   813-222-1105    904-356-2600 
karen@lapekaslaw.com mitchell.horowitz@bipc.com  hbonnette@fishertousey.com 
 
Tallahassee 
Jami Coleman 
850-222-0013 
jcoleman@williamscoleman.law

 

 
 
 

 

Visit tfb.inreachce.com to browse currently available Tax Section CLEs. 

Looking for CDs, DVDs, or Course Books? 
Visit the redesigned Florida Bar Member Portal CLE Search page! 

 
 
 

http://www.lsgmi.org/
mailto:karen@lapekaslaw.com
mailto:mitchell.horowitz@bipc.com
mailto:hbonnette@fishertousey.com
mailto:jcoleman@williamscoleman.law
mailto:jcoleman@williamscoleman.law
https://tfb.inreachce.com/
https://member.floridabar.org/TFB_CLECourseProdSearchResults?opPrms=3098&optType=2
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We Thank Our Sponsors! 
The Tax Section thanks the following businesses for supporting section activities: 

 
Platinum Sponsor 
MPI Roy H. Meyers rmeyers@mpival.com  
Silver Sponsors 
Business Valuation Analysts Timothy K. Bronza tbronza@bvanalysts.com  
Alliance Bernstein Evan Deoul evan.deoul@bernstein.com  
MRW Consulting Group, LLP Luis O. Rivera luis@themrwgroup.com  
Coral Gables Trust John Harris jharris@cgtrust.com  
Wilmington Trust David S. Fritz dfritz@wilmingtontrust.com  
Kaufman Rossin Mark Scott mscott@kaufmanrossin.com  
Jones Lowry Mac Lowry bml@joneslowry.com  
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