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The Tax Section is on Social Media – Connect with Us! 
 

    
    

 

TOP NEWS 
Register for these Upcoming Events & CLEs! 

 
Taxpayer First Act of 2019 CLE – FREE Telephonic 
July 10, 2019 | Presented by Karen Lapekas and Joseph Schimmel 
Click Here to Register 
 
DC Planning Committee Meeting  
July 19, 2019 | 10:00 a.m. 
To participate in this call, dial 888-376-5050 and enter PIN: 989-794-9592# 
Please contact Mitchell Horowitz with any questions 
 
SAVE THE DATE – Registration Coming Soon! 
2019 Tax Section Fall Meeting 
October 10 – 12, 2019 | Don CeSar, St. Pete Beach 
Make Your Hotel Reservation 
 
2020 Tax Section Annual Meeting 
May 7 – 9, 2020 | Atlantis Paradise Island, Bahamas 
Make Your Hotel Reservation 

 
Tax Section Atlantis Group Rates 

Run of House 

Beach $159++ 

Coral $225++ 

Royal $225++ 

Reef $279++ 

Cove $449++ 
 

 

mailto:lreithmiller@floridabar.org
http://www.floridataxlawyers.org/
http://www.floridataxlawyers.org/
https://member.floridabar.org/EventApi__simple_event?id=a1R1R0000052cdZUAQ
mailto:mitchell.horowitz@bipc.com
https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=76807&Chain=8708&arrive=10%2F10%2F2019&depart=10%2F13%2F2019&adult=1&child=0&group=FLOO09
https://book.passkey.com/e/49931250
https://twitter.com/FLBarTax
https://www.facebook.com/FLBarTaxSection/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/flbartax
https://www.instagram.com/flbartax/
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International Tax: 

A New Tax Section Division 
We are pleased to announce that the Tax Section is in the process of establishing a new 
International Division.  This new International Division will be headed by Jennifer Wioncek, 
Alfredo Tamayo and Lauren Klein, who are all scheduled to attend Amelia Island for the 
Organizational Meeting. Jennifer, Alfredo and Lauren will be holding their initial meeting 
regarding the International Division to discuss the objective and goals of the International Division 
during Saturday’s meeting schedules at 9:45am.  Please come join us.  To keep within the spirit of 
the festive 4th of July weekend, drinks will be served! 
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Thank You to Our Friends at the Smithsonian 

 Over this past year, our membership has been the beneficiary of some extraordinary 
opportunities afforded us during our Fall meeting in DC and at the Mid-Year Director’s meeting 
and Mini-Retreat along the Treasure Coast by our friends at the Smithsonian Institution. Many of 
our membership have asked for more information about the Smithsonian’s presence here and 
work on marine research in our great state. Please enjoy the following article in response thereto: 

DID YOU KNOW...The Smithsonian has maintained a Marine Research Station in Florida since 
the 1970s! The Smithsonian Marine Station (SMS) at Fort Pierce, Florida is a research center specializing 
in marine biodiversity and ecosystems of Florida. Dedicated to Smithsonian mission of “the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge,” SMS pursues this worthy goal through its research publications, school and 
public outreach programs, and by helping to train the next generation of Smithsonian research scientists. 

TREASURE COAST BIODIVERSITY RESEARCH: The Treasure Coast of Florida is a critically 
important transition zone between tropical and temperate habitats; the area includes a high diversity of 
species in marine environments such as mangrove swamps, oyster and seagrass beds, sand and mud flats, 
and coral and worm reefs in the Indian River Lagoon estuary and the open ocean. Each year, SMS 
promotes the education of emerging scientists by offering research fellowships at the graduate and 
postgraduate levels.  

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: SMS also works together with local schools, interacting with budding 
marine scientists at all levels. At the Smithsonian Marine Ecosystems Exhibit, staff hosts visiting school 
groups, hands-on science programs, and behind-the-scenes tours. In addition to these outreach efforts, 
Smithsonian scientists and staff host lab tours for students, lead the Indian River Lagoon Science Festival, 
present lectures at schools, participate in videos for the local educational television station, and field a 
local team of high school student to compete in an international underwater robotics competition.  

https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station/news/temps-rise-seagrass-meadows-face-uncertain-future
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station/news/bringing-sea-schools
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station/smithsonian-exhibit-st-lucie-county-aquarium
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station/news/5th-annual-irl-science-festival-fun-tap
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station/news/intern-robotics-team-earns-berth-international-contest
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LOCAL RESOURCE, GLOBAL IMPACT: The Station offers online resources that reach the rest of 
the globe. Most prominent is the Indian River Lagoon Species Inventory Project – a catalog of the 
incredible biodiversity of the Indian River Lagoon. SMS also collaborated to build the Saint Lucie 
Research and Education Coalition – a linkage of scientific and educational institutions representing an 
extensive network of research facilities in agriculture, aquaculture, and marine sciences. 

 

GET INVOLVED & HOW TO DONATE: All of these research projects and programs require support 
from invested community members like yourselves! If you or your clients are interested in supporting 
Floridian Smithsonian Science, you can give online here (indicating your gift directed to SMS Fort 
Pierce). Stay involved follow SMS’s work and research on Facebook, Twitter, and Flickr, and check their 
website at https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station 

 

 
 

 

https://naturalhistory2.si.edu/smsfp/irlspec/
https://support.si.edu/site/SPageServer?pagename=api_nmnh_onetime&s_src=web_nmnh_wrbtn_co
https://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianSMS
https://twitter.com/SmithsonianSMS
https://www.flickr.com/photos/SmithsonianSMS
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/smithsonian-marine-station
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Tax Section Legislative Update! 
By: Steven Shiver, The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners 

 
The 2019 Session came to a close on Saturday, May 4th.  In contrast to past years, the 2019 
Session started at a relatively slow pace but gained momentum at the end, with protracted budget 
negotiations forcing the legislature to extend the finale of their work one day beyond the 
constitutionally prescribed 60- day Session.  In the end, the Legislature filed 3,492 bills, passing 
only 197 of them, roughly 6 percent of all bills filed.  In the end, the House and Senate agreed on 
a budget totaling $91.1 billion. 
 

SB 892- Business Organizations (Corporations Rewrite) 
by Passidomo (R- Naples) 

 
Business Organizations; Providing requirements, authorizations, and prohibitions relating to when 
the terms of a plan or a filed document may be dependent on facts objectively ascertainable outside 
of the plan or filed document; revising the process authorizing a domestic or foreign corporation to 
correct a document filed by the Department of State; requiring certain certificates to be taken by 
certain entities as prima facie evidence of the facts stated; revising requirements and authorizations 
for the contents of articles of incorporation, etc. 
 
Effective Date: On January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 

Tourism, and Economic Development; Appropriations 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Committee on Commerce and Tourism; 5 

Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Judiciary Committee; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Appropriations Committee; 10 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the Senate Calendar. 
• This bill was heard on the Senate floor and substituted for HB 1009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/00892
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Tax Section Legislative Update, continued 
 

HB 1009 – Business Organizations (Corporations Rewrite) 
by Rep. Byrd (R-Jacksonville Beach) 

 
Business Organizations: Amends requirements relating to entities under Florida Business 
Corporation Act, Florida Revised Limited Liability Company Act; and corporations not for profit, 
and limited partnership laws.  
 
Effective Date: January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Signed by the Governor     

 
HB 409- Electronic Legal Documents 

by Rep. Perez (R- Miami) 
 
Electronic Legal Documents: Authorizes online notarizations; specifies requirements & standards for 
performance of such online notarizations; requires DOS to adopt rules by specified date. 
 
Effective Date: January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Signed by the Governor  

SB 548 – Electronic Legal Documents 
by Sen. Brandes (R- St Petersburg) 

 
Electronic Legal Documents; Revising provisions relating to use of the office of notary public; 
authorizing online notarizations; specifying registration and qualification requirements for online 
notaries public; prescribing online notarization procedures; specifying the manner by which an online 
notary public must verify the identity of a principal or a witness, etc.  
 
Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, and except for this section, which 
shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall take effect January 1, 2020 
 
Status: 
• Referred to Judiciary; Governmental Oversight and Accountability; Rules 
• This bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the Judiciary Committee; 6 Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Governmental Oversight and Accountability; 5 Yeas, 0 

Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably by the Rules Committee; 14 Yeas, 1 Nay. 
• The bill is now on Second Reading on the Senate Calendar. 
• This bill was heard on the Senate floor and substituted for HB 409. 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=65614&SessionId=87
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0409c1.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0409&Session=2019
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/00548
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Tax Section Legislative Update, continued 
 

SB 1112 – Taxation (Online Collection and Remittance of Sales Tax) 
By Sen. Gruters (R-Sarasota) 

 
Taxation; Revising the definition of the term “inventory,” for purposes of ad valorem taxation, to 
include certain rented construction, earthmoving, or industrial equipment; providing that certain 
marketplace providers are subject to dealer requirements for the registration, collection, and 
remittance of sales taxes; providing sales tax exemptions on the sale of specified disaster 
preparedness supplies during a specified timeframe, etc.  
 
Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except for this section, which 
shall take effect upon this act becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019 
Status: 
• Referred to Commerce and Tourism; Finance and Tax; Appropriations 
• The bill was passed favorably with amendments by the Committee on Commerce and Tourism; 5 

Yeas, 0 Nays. 
• The bill was passed favorably with an amendment by the Finance and Tax Committee; 8 Yeas, 0 

Nays. 
• The bill is now in the Appropriations Committee. 
• This bill died in the Appropriations Committee. 

 
Opportunity Zone Comment Report 

On April 17, 2019, the IRS issued the Second Installment of Qualified Opportunity Zone 
Fund (QOF) Proposed Regulations. The new regulations clarify many concerns for those involved 
with planning, structuring, operating, and investing in Qualified Opportunity Funds (QOFs).  

 
The Tax Section plans to prepare comments on these regulations. Leading the effort is be 

Steven Hadjilogiou. If you are interested in participating please contact Steve at steveh@mwe.com 
or James Schmidt at jas@schmidtlawoffice.com. If you would like to see the Tax Sections 
comments on the first installment of proposed regulations, you can click here Tax Section 
Comments – Section 1400Z-2. 

 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 created an important new tax incentive in the form of 

the QOZ program. Due to the broad base of potential investors and eligible real estate projects and 
operating businesses, this program has the ability to provide substantial tax advantaged returns to 
investors and to attract increased levels of capital for eligible projects and businesses. In 2018, 
over 8,700 QOZs were designated and certified in the United States and its possessions, covering 
every state and metropolitan market. 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/01112
mailto:steveh@mwe.com
mailto:jas@schmidtlawoffice.com
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/ZGitAefM_Letter_to_IRS_re_Section_1400Z_2_Qualified_Opportunity_Zones_11_16_pdf
https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/fonteva-customer-media/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/ZGitAefM_Letter_to_IRS_re_Section_1400Z_2_Qualified_Opportunity_Zones_11_16_pdf
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Update on Amicus Curiae Brief for First DCA 
 

Most of the tax litigation in Florida arises from property taxes.  At least 90% of the reported 
appellate cases are property tax disputes.   Unlike federal or state and local tax disputes, ad-
valorem property tax cases have a completely separate set of procedural rules that are frighteningly 
complicated.  Many of the reported appellate cases are directed toward this complex mess. 
 

The First District Court of Appeal has recently confronted an example of the confusing 
nature of property tax challenges in Crapo v. Academy for Five Element Acupuncture, Inc., 1D17-
1895 (Fla. 1st DCA 2019).  By way of background, property taxpayers have a statutory right to 
challenge the assessed valuation of their property at the local level through an administrative forum 
called the Valuation Adjustment Board (VAB).  They may also challenge legal determinations 
such as exemption or agricultural classification denials.  Part of the confusing nature of property 
tax procedure is that taxpayers have a completely different and unrelated right to challenge in court 
via a separate statutory process.  In certain circumstances, the Property Appraiser can sue the 
taxpayer to overturn a favorable VAB decision.   
 

In this case, the Academy for Five Element Acupuncture, Inc. in Alachua County is a long-
established school for training acupuncturists and had its tax exemption revoked by the county 
Property Appraiser.  The Property Appraiser had taken the same action several years earlier, and 
had been challenged at the administrative level. The Property Appraiser lost and never appealed 
that decision.  Despite losing and failing to appeal the prior years’ exemptions, the Property 
Appraiser rejected the exemption by arguing administrative finality did not apply.  Both the trial 
court and the regular District Court of Appeal panel ruled against the appraiser. 
 

Every county has a VAB, and every year tens of thousands of VAB decisions go to a final 
determination.  Because the value of property can be very fluid, there is case law allowing a 
reevaluation despite a prior VAB decision setting a value.  But where the parties and circumstances 
are unchanged, exemption and classification determinations made judicially are protected by res 
judicata.  The question facing the First District was whether the administrative law equivalent, 
administrative finality, should apply to the VAB. 
 

The First DCA determined this was such an important issue that it decided to hear the case 
en banc.  In doing so, the First DCA invited the assistance of the Tax Section to submit an amicus 
curiae brief.  Chair Michael Minton assigned this task to a select group of experienced state and 
local tax law members.  Led by Ben Phipps, Jerry Donnini and Mitch Horowitz assisted in drafting 
the amicus brief.  Their brief was submitted on February 1, 2019, and the case was argued on April 
10, 2019.  All fifteen First DCA judges, sitting together, heard the argument.  Issues and 
suggestions made in the Tax Section brief were the basis for several questions from individual 
judges which were addressed by the lawyer for the appellee.  A final decision has not yet been 
issued. 
 

 

https://fonteva-customer-media.s3.amazonaws.com/00D36000000ZPDjEAO/FsLxebBU_18-12-06%20Letter%20from%20Kristina%20Samuels%2C%20Clerk%20District%20Court%20of%20Appeal%20re....pdf
https://fonteva-customer-media.s3.amazonaws.com/00D36000000ZPDjEAO%2FUDYNqjpE_Tax+Section+Amicus+Brief++%28Crapo+v.+Five+Elements%2C+et.+al.+-+1st+DCA%29+%284816-5383-2326+v1%29.pdf
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Wayfair: Formulating a Florida Response 
Dean Mead state and local tax attorney, Robert S. Goldman, recently served as lead 

researcher and author of a comprehensive Florida TaxWatch report on a significant issue facing 
Florida’s legislature in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 21, 2018 decision in South 
Dakota v. Wayfair, Inc. , 138 S. Ct. 2080 (2018). Read the report here:  Wayfair: Formulating A 
Florida Response. As tax lawyers know, the issue in Wayfair concerns sales to in-state customers 
by out-of-state sellers (remote sellers) who do not collect use taxes for the customers’ states on 
those sales. Although the purchaser owes the tax, it is rarely paid when the seller does not collect 
it. Remote vendors sell products by the internet, telephone, and mail. Historically, the Supreme 
Court has held that a remote seller lacking a physical presence in the taxing state cannot 
constitutionally be required to collect the tax due and remit it to the state. That changed with the 
Wayfair decision. 

The report traces the history of the use tax collection issue nationally and in Florida, 
identifies issues left unresolved by the Wayfair decision, and discusses options available to state 
policymakers. It concludes that Florida’s use tax statutes are obsolete and that some type of 
legislation is needed to provide guidance to remote sellers and the Department of Revenue so that 
they know what is expected of them. 

For more information, please contact Robert S. Goldman at 
rgoldman@deanmead.com.  You may also contact H. French Brown, IV, Director, State Tax 
Division, The Florida Bar Tax Section, at fbrown@deanmead.com. 

 

Tax Section’s DC Trip Yields Dividends as 
Featured in March Issue of 

 
 

 

 

“The Tax Section is celebrating a big win after its experts helped convince the U.S. Treasury 
Department that a special class of entrepreneurs deserves a tax deduction…” 

“This is a very good example of how membership in a section can effectuate change,” Minton 
said.  “One of the things I’ve always preached is that the section gives you a platform to interact 
with people in Washington, D.C., in a way that you might never have” had otherwise! 

Click Here to read full article by Jim Ash, Senior Editor of The Florida Bar News 

https://www.deanmead.com/deanmead-attorney-profiles/robert-s-goldman/
https://www.deanmead.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wayfair-Formulating-A-Florida-Response.pdf
https://www.deanmead.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Wayfair-Formulating-A-Florida-Response.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-494_j4el.pdf
mailto:rgoldman@deanmead.com
mailto:fbrown@deanmead.com
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/tax-section-work-supports-entrepreneurs/
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Tax Section Bulletin 
Submissions 

 
The Spring Edition of the Florida Bar Tax Section Bulletin 
was published and circulated in June 2019.  We intend to 

publish a Summer Edition of the Florida Bar Tax 
Section Bulletin for circulation in August 2019 and are in 

need of short articles for publication in 
the Bulletin.  Please contact Michael Bruno 

at mjbruno@mwe.com for article spots and deadlines for 
submission. 

 

 

 

Tax Section Hall of 
Champions: 

Benjamin Phipps 
  

Tax Section Hall of Champions Interview: Benjamin 
Phipps 
  
The purpose of the Florida Bar Tax Section's "Hall of 
Champions" Interview Series is to record and preserve the 
wisdom of those lawyers who have meant so much to the 
development of tax law and policy in Florida.  
  

 
This interview in the series is with Benjamin Phipps, who served as Chair of the Tax Section in 
1985-86.  
  
Mr. Phipps practices with the Phipps Howell law firm in Tallahassee, Florida. More information 
about Mr. Phipps can be found here.  
  
Interviewed by Sylvia Zwemer.   
  
Listen: 
Click here to listen on your iPhone 
Click here to listen on your Android phone or web browser 

mailto:mjbruno@mwe.com
https://www.floridabar.org/mybarprofile/63151
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-florida-bar-tax-section-podcast/id1244095897#episodeGuid=0d77a82b2c604dd892f8c8260cc81b69
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-florida-bar-tax-section/florida-bar-tax-section
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Florida Bar Journal Articles  
The Florida Bar Journal has openings for tax articles for the 
September/October 2020 (June 15, 2020 deadline) onward. 
Please email Taso Milonas at tmilonas@wealthlawgroup.com or 
Charlotte Erdmann at Charlotte@erdmannlaw.com if you are 
interested. 

Click here to access The Florida Bar Journal archives! 

 

 

 

Tax Reform Study Committee 
 

The Federal Tax Division has created a Tax Reform study committee to analyze and report on 
the recent tax reform legislation that was signed into law near the end of 2017. Leaders from the 
areas of international tax, business organizations, estate planning, tax procedure and controversy, 
and employee benefits and qualified plans have been hard at work analyzing the impact of the 
new laws, and the study committee and the Tax Section will continue to educate Section 
members on the impact of such reform through phone CLEs, live CLEs, lunch-and-learns, and 
articles in Section publications. If you are interested in getting involved with the study 
committee, please email Brian Malec at bmalec@deanmead.com. 

 

 

 

 
Visit tfb.inreachce.com to browse currently available Tax Section CLEs. 

Looking for CDs, DVDs, or Course Books? 
Visit the redesigned Florida Bar Member Portal CLE Search page! 

 

mailto:tmilonas@wealthlawgroup.com
mailto:Charlotte@erdmannlaw.com
https://www.floridabar.org/news/tfb-journal/archives/
mailto:bmalec@deanmead.com
https://tfb.inreachce.com/
https://member.floridabar.org/TFB_CLECourseProdSearchResults?opPrms=3098&optType=2
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Pro Bono Volunteer Opportunities 
Florida’s Low Income Taxpayer Clinics (LITCs) assist low income taxpayers with IRS 
controversies, including, collections, liability disputes and Tax Court petitions.  Studies show 
that representation significantly increases positive outcomes for low income taxpayers.  If 
interested in representing a low-income taxpayer, please directly contact the LITC nearest you 
(for a complete list of the LITCs in Florida, go to www.lsgmi.org and click on Low Income 
Taxpayer Clinic under Quick Links). 
 
Volunteers needed for the U.S. Tax Court Pro-Bono Calendar Call Program.  NOW SERVING 
TALLAHASSEE.  The Program is designed to have local tax practitioners volunteer their time 
to pro se taxpayers during calendar call sessions without entering their name as the attorney of 
record.  If you are interested in participating in the Calendar Call Program, please contact one of 
the following Tax Section members: 
 
Miami    Tampa    Jacksonville 
Karen J. Lapekas  Mitchell Horowitz   Harris L. Bonnette, Jr. 
305-600-1485   813-222-1105    904-356-2600 
karen@lapekaslaw.com mitchell.horowitz@bipc.com  hbonnette@fishertousey.com 
 
Tallahassee 
Jami Coleman 
850-222-0013 
jcoleman@williamscoleman.law 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lsgmi.org/
mailto:karen@lapekaslaw.com
mailto:mitchell.horowitz@bipc.com
mailto:hbonnette@fishertousey.com
mailto:jcoleman@williamscoleman.law


 

  

JULY 2019 E-NEWSLETTER 13 

 

THE FLORIDA BAR TAX SECTION 

We Thank Our Sponsors! 
The Tax Section thanks the following businesses for supporting section activities: 

 
Platinum Sponsor 
MPI Roy H. Meyers rmeyers@mpival.com  
Silver Sponsors 
Business Valuation Analysts Timothy K. Bronza tbronza@bvanalysts.com  
Alliance Bernstein Evan Deoul evan.deoul@bernstein.com  
MRW Consulting Group, LLP Luis O. Rivera luis@themrwgroup.com  
Coral Gables Trust John Harris jharris@cgtrust.com  
Kaufman Rossin Mark Scott mscott@kaufmanrossin.com  
Jones Lowry Mac Lowry bml@joneslowry.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rmeyers@mpival.com
mailto:tbronza@bvanalysts.com
mailto:evan.deoul@bernstein.com
mailto:luis@themrwgroup.com
mailto:jharris@cgtrust.com
mailto:mscott@kaufmanrossin.com
mailto:bml@joneslowry.com

